DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE: EXCURSION REPORT

Departmental Excursion Report: Exploring the

Interplay of Culture, Caste, Religion and Politics

Date: 9th December, 2022

Venue: Pancha Lingeswar, Nilgiri, Devakunda, and Khirchora Gopinath

Organized by: Department of Political Science, Egra Sarada Shashi Bhushan College,

Purba Medinipur

Introduction:

The Department of Political Science organized an enlightening excursion on 9th December, 2022,
to explore the intricate relationship between religion and politics. The excursion encompassed
visits to significant religious sites including Pancha Lingeswar, Nilgiri, Devakunda, and Khirchora
Gopinath. This report aims to elucidate the importance of religion in politics, the significance of

religious tourism, and its implications for students of political science.

Importance of Culture and Religion in Politics:

1



Religion and culture have historically played a pivotal role in shaping political landscapes
worldwide. They act as a potent force that influences governance, policy-making, and socio-
cultural dynamics. Understanding the interplay between religion and politics is indispensable for
political scientists, as it provides insights into voter behavior, political ideologies, and the
dynamics of power. By examining the role of culture and religion in political conflicts, alliances,

and statecraft, students gain a nuanced understanding of contemporary political phenomena.

Tourism Based on Religion and Culture:

Religious and cultural tourism are often interchangeable and hold immense socio-economic and
socio-cultural significance. It involves travel to sacred destinations for pilgrimage, spiritual
rejuvenation, and cultural exploration. Sites such as Pancha Lingeswar, Nilgiri, Devakunda, and
Khirchora Gopinath attract pilgrims and tourists alike, fostering interfaith dialogue and cultural
exchange. Moreover, religious tourism stimulates local economies, promotes heritage
conservation, and enhances cross-cultural understanding. For political science students, studying
religious tourism provides insights into globalization, identity politics, and the role of soft power

in international relations.

Implications for Political Science Students:

The departmental excursion provided students with a firsthand experience of the complex
interrelationship between religion and politics. Through site visits and interactions with local

communities, students gained practical insights into the socio-political dynamics of religiously



significant regions. Analyzing case studies and engaging in discussions during the excursion
facilitated critical thinking and interdisciplinary learning. Moreover, students developed cross-
cultural competence and empathy, essential qualities for future leaders and policymakers in an

increasingly diverse world.

Conclusion:

The departmental excursion to Pancha Lingeswar, Nilgiri, Devakunda, and Khirchora Gopinath
proved to be an enriching experience for students, highlighting the multifaceted nature of religion
and its implications for politics and society. By fostering experiential learning and interdisciplinary
inquiry, such excursions contribute to the holistic education of political science students, equipping
them with the knowledge and skills necessary to navigate the complexities of a dynamic global

landscape.
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