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With the help of the Schechners, I got in touch with some notable 

personalities of the new theatre, such as Julian Beck and Judith 

Malina of the Living Theatre…. The Living Theatre is considered to 

be the first principal initiator of the new theatre in America … 

preparing a new project called the Legacy of Cain – a series of 

plays dealing with money, love, war, etc., their inter-relationships 

and their relationship with man. … I did not realize at that time but, 

later, the sole purpose of my theatre was to become almost exactly 

that, although my philosophy as well as my theatre differed 

considerably from that of the Living Theatre. …  
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I joined the Performance Group at the University of California at 

Berkeley, near San Francisco. The group was rehearsing their new 

plays there and conducting theatre workshops with students taking 

summer courses in drama. I watched rehearsals, participated in 

workshops, and I also had the first opportunity to see a 

performance of Commune presented at the University. … Though 

short, my stay in America and my contact with the people of the new 

theatre there drove at least one important point home – that theatre 

cannot be done without intense training. 
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I mostly attended the rehearsals of Sam Shepard’s The Tooth of 

Crime directed by Richard Schechner. The script was being 

followed (that is to say, it was not to be an improvised 

performance), but follow is hardly the term that can be applied. 

Actually, the script was being confronted. Not limited to finding out 

the best way to project the lines of the script, it was a process of 

confronting, exploring and assimilating the meaning of the whole 

play through every situation, every line – till the script was no 

longer something written by a playwright; rather, it became a play 

felt and made by the performers themselves. 
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