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ABOUT THE SEMINAR 

The Department of Zoology at Egra SSB College is raising the alarm bell with a one-day 

national level seminar: "Anthropogenic Impact on Riverine Ecosystems in Coastal Belt of 

West Bengal." This eye-opening event aims to confront the stark reality of our detrimental 

impact on these vital systems. Through presentations, discussions, and expert insights, the 

seminar will shed light on how our actions – pollution, overfishing, dam construction – are 

silently choking the life out of our rivers. It's a call to action, a platform for awareness and 

solutions, urging us to understand the consequences and chart a course toward sustainable 

practices. So join this crucial dialogue, let's navigate towards a future where our rivers flow 

free and vibrant, enriching not just the coastal belt, but the very core of our existence. 

 

 

 

 

 

AIMS / OBJECTIVES OF THE SEMINAR 

 

Aims: 

 Raise awareness: To raise public awareness and understanding of the diverse anthropogenic 

threats faced by riverine ecosystems in the coastal belt of West Bengal. 

 Highlight impacts: To showcase the specific detrimental effects of human activities like 

pollution, overfishing, dam construction, and habitat degradation on the health and 

biodiversity of these ecosystems. 

 Promote scientific literacy: To disseminate scientific knowledge and research findings, 

fostering a deeper appreciation for the ecological functions and values of riverine ecosystems. 

 Spark dialogue and action: To provoke discussion and generate concrete solutions and 

mitigation strategies to address the identified anthropogenic impacts. 

 Foster collaboration: To create a platform for collaboration between researchers, 

policymakers, environmental organizations, and local communities to implement effective 

conservation and restoration actions. 

Objectives: 

 Present diverse perspectives: To invite presentations from a diverse range of stakeholders, 

including ecologists, environmental scientists, social scientists, and representatives from 

affected communities, offering a holistic understanding of the issue. 

 Facilitate knowledge exchange: To promote knowledge exchange and collaborative learning 

through interactive sessions, workshops, and panel discussions. 

 Identify knowledge gaps: To identify critical knowledge gaps and research needs related to 

understanding and mitigating anthropogenic impacts on the region's riverine ecosystems. 



 Develop action plans: To encourage the development of concrete action plans and policy 

recommendations aimed at addressing the identified threats and promoting sustainable river 

management practices. 

 Build partnerships: To facilitate the formation of partnerships and collaborations between 

various stakeholders to implement the developed action plans and ensure long-term 

monitoring and evaluation of their effectiveness. 

 

NO OF PARTICIPANTS:  110 

NO OF ABSTRACTS PUBLISHED:  

OUTCOME: 

Enhanced Awareness and Knowledge: 

 98 students gained insightful knowledge about the diverse anthropogenic threats faced by 

riverine ecosystems in the region, thanks to the expertise of Prof. Susanta Kumar Chakraborty 

and Prof. Amalesh Chaudhury. 

 The seminar shed light on the specific detrimental effects of human activities like pollution, 

overfishing, dam construction, and habitat degradation, raising awareness about the urgency of 

action. 

 Participants' understanding of the ecological functions and values of these ecosystems was 

deepened, fostering a newfound appreciation for their vital role in the coastal belt's health. 

Stimulated Dialogue and Action: 

 The seminar sparked lively discussions and a call to action among participants, inspiring them 

to explore solutions and potential mitigation strategies. 

 Interactive sessions and workshops facilitated knowledge exchange and collaborative learning, 

encouraging participants to think critically and creatively about addressing the identified 

challenges. 

 Concrete action plans and policy recommendations began to emerge, aiming to tackle the 

threats and promote sustainable river management practices in the region. 

Overall Impact: 

 The seminar served as a powerful platform for raising awareness, stimulating dialogue, and 

promoting collaborative action toward protecting the vulnerable riverine ecosystems of the 

West Bengal coastal belt. 

 The knowledge and enthusiasm gained by students promise to translate into future research, 

advocacy, and community engagement, ensuring the long-term success of conservation and 

restoration efforts. 

 By bringing together diverse stakeholders and igniting a spirit of collaborative problem-

solving, the seminar's impact extends beyond the one-day event, shaping a brighter future for 

these vital ecosystems and the communities that depend on them. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                

 

 

 


